Recipient name and title, 

After reading the proposed legislation for (HF1234/SF1959) I wanted to share with you how this legislation will impact me and my family.  To lay the foundation of how my financial situation has changed since needing to enter duty disability I will provide a brief framework of what guarantees PERA made to my family when I started my career.  

First, I was a contributing member to PERA’s fund; contributing to my retirement or the event I should become disabled. When PERA accepted me into the duty disability program they reduced my gross income by 40% drastically reducing my base earnings, I now earn roughly 60% of what I was making when I was forced to leave my career due to the injury I sustained. 

Second, PERA reduced my future re-employment earnings by one dollar for every three dollars I earned that exceeded 125% of my earnings at my date of injury; these re-employment earnings include my disability benefit. These financial parameters were going to be challenging but I did not have a choice. No one chooses to be injured.  

If the proposed legislation for HF1234 & SF1959 were to pass it would be financially crippling for my family.  The new rules that would be implemented would reduce my re-employment earnings immediately due to Offset 1 and further reduce re-employment earnings by way of Offset 2. I have worked very hard in my recovery and am attempting to reintegrate by being a contributing member to our State. If this bill passes the following hardships will affect my family:

· It will be very hard to pay basic bills in my house hold (Mortgage, Groceries, Utilities etc.)
· I will be unable to save for house hold or vehicle emergencies 
· I will be unable to save for my family’s future. 
· I will be unable to continue with my regular doctor visits for my injury.  It will be unaffordable.

When PERA provided their list of expectations to me they also provided their financial commitment and agreed to the current disability amounts that are determined by State law.  With PERA’s commitment I was able to start planning for my family’s future; that will be gone and I am now forced to worry about losing out on over 25% of what I was allowed, by law, to make and contribute some of that back into PERA.

It was stated at the joint house and senate legislative meeting on March 20th, 2023 that this legislation was developed with equity in mind for active and medically retired members.  I don’t understand how reducing/eliminating benefits for medically retired First Responders that have already had their wages reduced and are now dealing with a disabling condition is equitable. Those who have lost their careers to disability have started an organization called Minnesota Duty Disabled Association. I encourage you to engage with them regarding any questions you have and to receive more information about this issue.

In closing, I would honor the opportunity to speak with you regarding this legislation.  I think the portion of the legislation that seeks to allocate funding to help future First Responders is important, but it would add great value to the legislation to incorporate stakeholders from the medical community and medically retired first responders.  We have first-hand experience that would add to the success of this legislation.  

Thank you for your time, 
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